River Wey Navigations
NEWS FROM THE ST CATHERINES LENGTHSMAN – JUNE 2019
It’s definitely mowing season! In recent weeks I’ve mown St Catherine’s and
Millmead locks, as well as the visitor moorings. The grassed areas and
moorings at Stonebridge Wharf have also had a cut. However, it has not been
all mowing though. With the help of Chris (Triggs lengthsman) I’ve put up
several small nesting boxes on his length of the navigation. Another small job
that I’ve done, thanks to the dry weather, is getting the barrier on our access
track painted - having first strimmed the track!
As well as mowing I’ve been busy strimming those narrow sections of the
towpath, such as the area around Ferry Lane and downstream to Guildford.
Also I have cut down the vegetation on the bend in the river by the roller,
upstream of Ferry Lane. As I have mentioned before this aids navigation
ensuring boaters can see any oncoming vessels.

As well as mowing season, it’s also balsam-pulling season and I’m aiming to
get as much of the invasive Himalayan Balsam pulled up as possible. This will
continue through July and into August.
The maintenance team are getting on well with the towpath improvements
between Broadford Bridge and the Reading-Redhill railway bridge. I am sure
their work will be much appreciated this coming winter.
Along the river this has been a good year for Yellow Flag Iris and in the
surrounding meadows there are some beautiful Southern Marsh Orchids now.
The bramble and gorse bushes are also full of nesting birds. Look out for
Whitethroats, Linnets, Goldfinches, Greenfinch, and Blackcaps to name a few.
See you by the river.
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